CHAPTER X
THE FLIGHT TO EVEREST
A SENSE of die great prize at hand dominated our efforts;
we were all so ardent, our leader so confident, the need
of securing good results so clamant, and a derisive
victory over Everest seemingly so near, that only doubts as
to die weather conditions clouded our thoughts. The work
and preparation of more than a year which had continued
at their utmost tensity, seemed likely to be crowned with
success.
But always the wind and the weather governed our deli-
berations, every sacrifice had been made; was the toil to be
achiev ,d e
Whenever the clearness of the sky allowed the theodolite
observers to see the balloon up to 25,000 feet and above, the
wind velocities became alarming, and seldom under seventy
miles an hour.
Previous official estimates showed that a thirty or possibly
forty-mile wind to be the highest in which it would be safe
to make the attempt.
It will be understood that a strong wind from the west, its
usual quarter, would tend to make the machines, travelling
from south to north, drift sideways out of their course. Steering
into the wind to counteract this, would be equivalent to flying
a longer course, and hence burning more fuel Thus the stronger
the wind "at height," the more fuel burnt.
It was a question, therefore, if we made the attempt in a
stronger wind than diat specified as permissible by the experts,
whether diere would be sufficient for the return journey.
As a precaution, we had prepared an advanced landing-
ground near Forbesganj, forty-six miles north of Purnea.
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